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77- A CASTILIAN INTERLOPER IN GUINEA, c. 1460*.

... While we were [at Zaya, just south of Cape Verde], there
came a caravel from Gambia, which brought us information
that a certain man, named De Prado, was coming with a very
richly laden caravel, whereupon I [Diogo Gomes] immediately
fitted out the caravel of Gon?alo Ferreira, and ordered him in
the king's name, on pain of death, and confiscation of all his
goods, to go to Cape Verde, and to look out for that caravel,
which he did, and took it, and we found great booty in it. I
forthwith despatched the captain, together with Gon?alo Fer-
reira, to the king, and wrote to the king an account of all these
events.

I and Antonio da Noli then left that port of Zaya, and sailed
two days and one night towards Portugal.... And I with
extreme labour made my way to Lisbon, and after some time
the king went to Oporto, where that De Prado, who had carried
arms to the Moors, and whom Gon$alo Ferreira had taken
prisoner, lay in irons, and the king ordered that they should
martyrise him in a cart, and that they should make a furnace of
fire, and throw him into it with his sword and gold.

78. TRADE BETWEEN SEVILLE AND SANTIAGO ISLAND. DECREE
OF KING AFFONSO V OF PORTUGAL. SANTAREM. 30
SEPTEMBER 14692.
D. Affonso [etc.] To as many as shall see this letter, we make
known that the infante D. Fernando, my most dear and beloved
brother, wrote to us to tell us how he had made a contract for
the ursella [orchella] from his islands of Cabo Verde with Joao
de Lugo and Pedro de Lugo, Castilian merchants and inhabi-
tants in the city of Sevilha, on condition that they carry the said
ursella in ships of Castile, since it would be more profitable for
them to have to load it therein, and that, on account of certain
1 Diogo Gomes, Deprima inventione Guineae, printed in Crone's edition of
the Voyages of Cadamosto, pp. 101-2. Extract, R. H. Major's translation. It
is not absolutely certain that De Prado was a Castilian interloper, but it is
highly probable. On this point, see Blake, pp. 33-4.
* Barcellos, Subsidies, 1,33-4, Translated.